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Dialogue between Science & Civil Society:

a link to strengthen?

Perspectives from an NGO working on cooperation and
policy development for sustainable land use in dryland
areas

Nathalie van Haren - Both ENDS
10 july 2014
Journée Climat et Développement de Coordination Sud
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ICCD/COP(11)/23/Add.1

Decision 23/COP.11

Measures to enable the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification to become a global authority on
scientific and technical knowledge pertaining to
desertification/land degradation and mitigation of the effects
of drought

Podmerty fiie UL UUCLHLICHLE WAL A L L) CULILALILE WIe ICpRiL vy LC

Intersessional Working Group on the Mid-term Evaluation of The Strategy.

Considering the recommendations made by the AGSA toward an integrated scenario
for the provision of scientific advice to the UNCCD.

1. Decides to establish a Science-Policy Interface to facilitate a two-way science-policy

dialogue and ensure delivery of policy-relevant information, knowledge and advice on
desertification/land degradation and drought:

2. Also decides that the Science-Policy Interface will function up to the end of the
thirteenth session of the Conference of the Parties. at which time 1t will be reviewed:

3. Further decides that the mandate of the Science-Policy Interface is to: (i) establish
the approach to deliver each task assigned to it by the Committee on Science and
Technology: (i1) analyse. synthesize and translate relevant scientific findings and
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Decision 23/COP.11

Measures to enable the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification to become a global authority on
scientific and technical knowledge pertaining to
desertification/land degradation and mitigation of the effects
of drought

CONICIences and assessing teir resurs.

4. Decides that the membership of the Science-Policy Interface should comprise: (1)
members of the Bureau of the Commuittee on Science and Technology: (2) five scientists,
one nominated by each Regional Implementation Annex regions: (3) ten scientists selected
by the Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology through an open call taking
into account regional and disciplinary balance; and (4) three observers: one from a civil
society organization, one from an international organization and one from a relevant United
Nations organization:

5. Also decides that the Science-Policy Interface will be co-chaired by the Chair of the
Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology and a scientist chosen by the



Home About the Convention

20 Years of Progress

Watch videos showing some of the
achievements in sol management,
agriculture, forestry, water management
and others made possible by the
existence of the convention.
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3rd UNCCD scientific
conference: call for absfracts

The UNCCD 3rd scientific conference
will be held from 8 to 12 March 2015 in
Mexizo. The call for abstracts is now
open until 15 September 201

=>.more

Enter your search criteria 3

Publications Stakeholders Events & media

j Sclence and Policy Interface Holds Its Inaugural Meeting

27/06/14 - The first meeting of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI) took
place at the UNCCD headquarters in Bonn, Germany, on 24-26 June. The
| SPl agreed on its work programme up to COP 12....
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2014 reporting exercise - new
reporting deadline

maps

# Land Degradation
g Meutrality

At its meeting on 23 June, the CRIC
Bureau decided to extend the reporting
deadline to 31 July 2014. The Bureau
urged Parties and other reporting entities
to meet the new deadline. For full
detailed information on the current
reporting exercise, visit.. Jun

July 2014 Aug
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1) For Policy makers

Hear all sides of the story and engage with scientists, CSOs
and people in drylands.

Invite local communities to participate in land use
planning, adaptation projects and natural resources
management

Earmark funds to participatory knowledge development
on sustainable land use and adaptation.

Bring down the silos between ministries. Develop a cross-
sectoral approach. Take a sustainable land use perspective
in others decision-making areas, such as infrastructure,
investment, climate policies and energy. In other words,
assure that policies are coherent.



2) For Donors, both public and private

*|ssue grants for cooperation between CSOs and
scientists, in order to better understand the positive
effects of sustainable land use on the adaptation
agenda.

*Engage with CSOs working on sustainable land use
and adaptation projects with people in drylands.
*Include civil society from the beginning in applied
research projects by insisting on CSO involvement in
the call for and development of ideas.



3) Scientists

*Go talk with people living in drylands.

*Be aware that your research can and will be used for
specific political purposes.

*Engage with CSOs and hear how your research might
be interpreted by other parties



4) CSOs

*Engage with scientists and policy makers

e|ntroduce realities from local communities to
scientists’ models, databases and test tubes
°Increase the capabilities of local communities and
CSOs to engage in scientific debates and in policy
processes related to sustainable land use, adaptation
and natural resources management



Merci pour votre attention

Nathalie van Haren
nh@bothends.org
www.bothends.org




